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" OGC HAS REVIEWED.

‘ 22 October 1951

MEMORANDUM FORs AD/CD

SUBJFCT: Intelligence Aspects of Soviet
and Satellite Law

1. After our telephane conversation, I had a talk withfJJJi| 257~
. of your office concerning his memorancwm of 7 September 1951 concern-
ing the posaible establishment of a Legal Register in OCD. 48 I
- to you, the intelligence potential of law and legal develop-
mants in Russia and ite sateliites has been of considerable interest
$o this office and we have discussed it with various people without
reaching any very definite conclusions.

2+ My guess is, and it is only a guess, that if a really thorough
intalligence study werc made of the legal developments of the last 20
JoRYs as & background to interpretation of the latest legal doctrines
and developments, the results would be significant of local political,
econcmlc and soclal trends and possibly of general trends in the
Communizt complex. Sueh studies would require & staff of high quali-
figations not only in law, but in law as it applies to and affects
nations and peoples. It would alsc require a specialized library kept
current by the latest CIA could produce. Whether such studies are
bstier performed by private institutions or by the Government, I am
not in & position to determine, and if in the Governnent, I am not
sure that CIA would be the place to do it. However, if it would be
feagible, without too great am output of time and money, I think two

asteps might be taken:

& & survey %o see what is baing done both within Govern-
ment and by private institutions in the field dimcussed above,
and

bs whether CIA should do anything about the present cfiort,
or lask of 1%, ineluding consideration of external research oy
sstablishment of projects within the Government in such sgencies
sz CIA, the Library of Congress, or OIR.

3. Hﬁouwiahtopmcud, please let us know if we can be of

any assistance.
LAWRERCE R. ROUSTORN
General Counsel
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